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The Red Candle

by Niimi Nankichi

A monkey who had come down from the mountains to play in the village picked up a single
red candle. Now, red candles are not a common sight, and so, the monkey thought it to be a
firecracker.

This was big news on the mountain. After all—a firecracker! Neither the deer, nor the boar,
nor the rabbit, nor the turtle, nor the weasel, nor the raccoon dog, nor the fox had ever seen
such athing, not even once. And here, the monkey had brought just one back.

“Ooh--- amazing:--”

“This is quite splendid!”

The deer and the boar and the rabbit and the turtle and the weasel and the raccoon dog and
the fox were all pushing and shoving to get a peek at the red candle. As they did, the monkey
spoke:

“Careful, careful! Don’t get too close! It’ll explode!” the monkey warned.

All the animals quickly stepped back in shock.

The monkey then told the animals all about firecrackers—how large a sound they make as
they take off, and how beautiful they look spread across the sky. Such a beautiful thing, now

that is something we want to see, thought the animals.

“In that case,” said the monkey, “Tonight, let us go to the mountaintop and set it off there.”
All the animals were thrilled and dazzled by visions of the firecracker exploding into a shower

of stars across the night sky.



And so, night came. All the animals made their way to the mountaintop with butterflies in
their stomachs. The monkey had already tied the red candle to a tree branch and was awaiting
the arrival of the animals.

It was finally time to set off the firecracker. However, there was just one problem: that being,
no one was willing to light the firecracker. All the animals were excited to see the firecracker,

but not so excited to have to light it.

At this rate, the firecracker wasn’t going anywhere. So, they drew lotsto decide who would go
and lightit. The first animal selected was the turtle.

The turtle worked up his nerve and headed over towards the firecracker. But--- was the turtle
able to light it? No, no. When the turtle got next to the firecracker, itshead instinctively pulled

back intoits shell and would not come out.

And so, the animals drew lots again, this time selecting the weasel to go. The weasel was a
much better choice than the turtle, for its head wouldn’t pull away. However, the weasel was

horribly nearsighted. And so, could only skitter back and forth around the firecracker.

Finally, the boar charged forth. The boar was a truly courageous beast, and it went right up
and lit the fuse.

All the animals were shocked and jumped into the tall grass and covered their ears tight. Not
only their ears, but their eyes too!

However, the red candle did not make a pop or burst or any sound at all—it just sat there

burning silently.



